5.4/5.5 Commas in a Series and More Uses for Commas
A series is a group of three or more items together in a sentence.

RULES for Commas in a Series:
1) Use a comma to separate the items in a series.

2) A conjunction such as or or and usually appears before the last item in the series.

EX:  A fork, a knife, and a spoon came in a package.
EX:  Do I use one, two, or three teaspoons of parsley?
More Uses Rules:
1. Separate parts of a complex sentence when the first part begins with a subordinating conjunction.

EX:  Although whales live in the ocean, they are not fish.

2. Separate an appositive (word(s) that identifies the noun that it follows) from the rest of the sentence.

EX:  Mr. Gilmore, an expert on whales, works at an aquarium.

3. Used to set off certain introductory words such as:  well, yes, and no at the beginning of a sentence.  

EX:  Yes, I have seen a finback whale.

4. Set off a noun in direct address (the name of a person who is directly spoken to).

EX:  From this distance, Sue, that looks like a blue whale.

