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8th Grade Math Syllabus 

2018-2019
Instructor:  Mrs. Blevins 

Room 220
815.469.4330

dblevins@summithill.org
“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.”  -- John Dewey
Mission Statement

Within a safe and nurturing community, the students, staff, and parents of Summit Hill Junior High seek to foster personal and academic excellence, treat one another with dignity, respect our environment, embrace diversity, and develop character that merits trust and honor. We encourage positive risk-taking and perseverance in pursuit of our goals.

8th Grade Math
Welcome to 8th Grade math class! This class covers mathematical concepts ranging from expressions and ratios to linear equations and graphing.  If you should have questions about anything, please contact me at any time! 
1. The math curriculum will consist of the text/workbook, in-class group work, and online activities. 
2. Daily homework assignments, quizzes, tests, etc. will be assigned throughout the year. 
3. Students must use only wide ruled loose leaf and wide ruled spiral notebooks so they have space to write neatly. 

Mrs. Blevins’ Classroom Rules
Mrs. Blevins’ students will… 

BE Respectful:

-Respect property of self and others.

-Respect the thoughts and opinion of others

-Respect the people in this classroom

-Respect the subject matter.

-Respect due dates for assignments

-Respect the gum free zone

-Use appropriate language, tone and volume (If you have nothing nice to say, say nothing!)
BE Responsible:

-Take responsibility for your actions

-Take responsibility for your assignments

-Take responsibility for yourself

-Be responsible by coming prepared for class 

-Be responsible by arriving to class on time

-Ask for help when you don’t understand

-Obtain missing work/assignments when absent
BE Safe:

-Keep aisles and your personal space clean and clear

-Keep hands and feet to self

-Keep legs of chair and desk on the floor.

-Use classroom equipment and school supplies as intended for use.

-Pass materials in an appropriate manner

-Follow safety procedures for drills

As a student, what responsibilities do I have in this class?

1. It is the student's responsibility to obey all school rules, teachers, and staff.

2. It is the student's responsibility to bring materials and assignments to class on time.

3. It is the student's responsibility to write homework assignments in student planner every day.

4. It is the student's responsibility to be in class every day.
5. It is the student’s responsibility to complete bell work daily.  Bell work is intended to review concepts from the previous and current school year.  Please understand that with Math, new skills are built on previous ones.  So, it is important to remember these skills so that you can be successful moving forward.
6. It is the student’s responsibility to take notes daily in their math spiral.  Note taking is a very important skill, especially in math.  Accurate notes will help with completion of homework, as well as preparing for major assessments.

7. It is the student’s responsibility to complete all assignments.  I cannot stress the importance of homework in this class! Homework is practice in preparation for upcoming assessments.  If a student fails to complete assignments, they may struggle with these assessments.

8. It is the student’s responsibility to ask Mrs. Blevins for help.

9. It is the student’s responsibility to help care for books, supplies, and all school property.  

10. It is the student's responsibility to make-up missed notes, class work, and homework assignments. 

11. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure you clean up after yourself in the classroom. 

Parent Expectations and Responsibilities

1. Parents are expected to encourage their child to view the assigned videos, and to take accurate notes.
2. Parents are expected to encourage their child to complete assignments, so their child can prepare for assessments.
3. Parents are expected to check their child’s assignment notebook and/or my HW page on the school’s website, daily (If necessary).
4. Parents are expected to check their child’s grade on Power School weekly.
5. Parents are expected to encourage their child to seek extra help if they are struggling (extra help includes, but it is not limited to, study hall and advisory).
6. Please join “Remind” online or on the App to be notified of upcoming events in math class or changes in plans.

2nd period: Code @3a766eb
3rd period: Code @44a2ba
4th period: Code @ffgkgd
5th period: Code @783gehb
8th period: Code @43a3eh
9th period: Code @3c7h86
Teacher Expectations

1. Give the best possible education.

2. Offer help as needed to each individual student.

3. Vary teaching methods for each student’s needs.
4. Update Powerschool daily.
5. Keep open lines of communication between student, parents, and the school.
Resources

1. Teacher: I will be available during advisory and by appointment after school.
2. Academic Behavior Study Hall: Offered Monday through Friday during lunch.  You will be sent to this silent study hall if you do not have your homework completed or you need to complete or retake an assessment.
3. Lunch study hall (during intramural time) – Offered as a place for students to get help with assignments.  Students can ask for a pass to here if they feel they would benefit from extra help on a concept/assignment or teacher may send student if they feel it would benefit the student. 
4. Website: Visit the school’s website for weekly updates, homework lists, and teacher sites. The site is very useful when students are absent or going to be absent. Website can be accessed at http://www.summithill.org then find link to Summit Hill Junior High School. Once on the Junior High site, click on the Teacher Pages icon which will list teacher sites including mine which is under Blevins, Dina Math 8th. 
5. The online textbook can be found at my.hrw.com.  I also have a link to it from my webpage.   For each lesson there is a “Math on the Spot” video that will walk the students through how to solve the problems.  There is also a “personal trainer” that allows the students to practice the concepts that were taught and provides guidance as they solve the problems.  This site is especially useful if a student has been absent or just needs a refresher of what was taught in class.  

6. Khan Academy- Great online resource with step-by-step videos of numerous math topics
7. Email: dblevins@summithill.org 

Assignment Notebook / Planner

Each student will receive a personal planner during the beginning of the school year. Students must use their planners on a daily basis. Students are expected to bring their planner each and every day to class. The planner also helps parents and guardians to keep track of homework assignments and long-term projects. Parents and guardians are encouraged to check their student's planner at least three times a week to stay informed of upcoming assignments. 

Materials needed for class  
· A spiral notebook ONLY FOR MATH 
· Wide-ruled loose leaf notebook paper (for homework)
· Pencils – you will use many (sharpened before class begins)

· Pens (colors only, not black or blue)
· Graph paper (to be kept in folder)
· TI 30 XII-S Calculator

· Text book/workbook
· 3 ring binder with dividers to separate each Unit
· Homework

· Daily planner/assignment notebook 
Policies and Procedures

How to enter the classroom:

1. You are to enter the classroom quickly, quietly, and begin the Bell Ringer.

2. You are to sit in your assigned seat.
When you enter the classroom:
1. Sharpen all pencils.

2. Have all materials out that are needed.

3. Begin Bell Ringer, take out your homework, and wait quietly. Bell Ringers are a participation grade and will be collected for points on Fridays.  Be sure to make corrections on your paper each day after we go over the problems in order to receive full credit on Friday.
What to do when you are tardy:

1. Enter the classroom properly.

2. Take your seat properly and proceed with the rest of the class.

3. Students will receive a detention when receiving their third tardy. Parent(s) will also be contacted after the second tardy. 
How to ask/answer questions properly:

1. Raise your hand.

2. Sit patiently, without sound, until you are called on.

Bathroom Procedures:

1. Bathroom use is for emergencies only.  Class is only 42 minutes and you really need to be in here the entire time so you don’t miss anything.
2. If you feel it is truly an emergency, raise your hand and ask for permission to leave.
3. If you have been given permission, please fill out your passbook. 

4. Bring the passbook to the teacher for signature.

5. You also have to fill out the bathroom log in the front of the room.  Leave your writing utensil in the classroom, but take your planner with you.

6. Go to the bathroom quickly and quietly.  

7. Upon re-entering the classroom, remember the procedure for entering.

Lockers:

1. Lockers are to be used before or after class, not during.  Figure out a schedule that works for you and allows you to have the appropriate materials for class and arrive on time.  
Getting out of seat:

Sometimes it is necessary to get out of your seat to throw something away or sharpen your pencil. Please do not get out of your seat when I am talking or a classmate is talking/presenting. Wait until the speaker has finished, and then ask for permission to get out of your seat. It is important that we are polite to each other and show respect when someone is addressing the class.

Procedure for lining up for assemblies:

1. When the teacher tells you to, you are to line up in a single file line.

2. You will walk through the hallway quietly.

3. When entering the gym, you will sit with the class and wait for further instruction.

4. Understand that students who choose to behave in an inappropriate manner may not be eligible to attend the next assembly and may be subject to further disciplinary action. 
Tornado/fire/lockdown drills:
The procedures for each of these drills are posted by the door. Make sure you familiarize yourself with them. Mrs. Blevins will show students where to go during a drill. During any drill, you MUST remain quiet and wait for instructions from Mrs. Blevins.  
Procedure for test/quiz taking:

1. Enter the classroom properly.

2. There will not be a Bell Ringer that day.  Take out paper, pencil, calculator, and notes.
3. Wait quietly for further instructions.

When you are absent:

1. Students receive the number of days of the absence plus a day to turn in any work from absence.  

2. It is your responsibility to get the notes that you have missed from another student.

3. If a student is going to be gone for a length of time please notify the teacher, so work can be prepared or set aside for the student to complete.

4. You can always refer to Mrs. Blevins’ school webpage or the classroom assignment notebook to find out what you missed.
When you are absent for a test/quiz:

1. You are to make an appointment with me to take the quiz or test that you have missed. You are responsible for keeping this appointment.

When turning in absent work:

1. Make sure that the proper heading is at the top.

2. Make sure the word “ABSENT” is at the top.

3. Place in the appropriate tray.

Late Work:

1. Make sure that the proper heading is at the top.

2. Make sure the word “LATE” is at the top.  
3. Place in the appropriate tray.

Note-Taking:

1. You are to have a spiral for math only. With the new math series notes may also be taken in the actual workbook but there is not a lot of space.
2. You will create a Table of Contents on the first 2 pages of your notebook.

3. Number the proceeding pages on the bottom right corner of each page, front and back.  

4. Each day that notes are taken you will fill out the Table of Contents.  You will put the date, lesson title, and the page number where you will be taking notes in your notebook.  

5. On the page where you will be taking notes you will write the date in the left margin and the lesson title on the top center line.  You will not need to start a new page each day.  Just continue where you left off.

6. It is a good idea to keep copious notes. You will be allowed to use notes on test/quizzes!
Homework Policy:
Homework is essential in math class.  It helps you to practice the skills being taught.  Without practice you will not be prepared for the next lesson or future assessments.  Keep in mind; poor grades are often the result of incomplete work. If you do not have your homework completed on time you will go to the Missing assignment binder, find your class period and fill in your name, date, and the assignment that you did not complete.  You will also put the reason as to why it was not completed.  In the front of the binder you will find an Academic Behavior Study hall (ABS) sheet.  Please take one, fill it out, and return it the next day with parent signature and the completed assignment.  If the ABS sheet or homework assignment is not returned parent contact will be made.  Homework is a completion grade, 100% if it’s completed ENTIRELY, 50% if it is not.  I do not give half credit if it is half completed.  I will accept it for credit if it is late, but it’s going to be hard for you to complete the next step in solving problems if you have not tried the first steps.  It is the student’s responsibility to be honest with themselves and ask questions on concepts they miss on the homework in order to keep from making the same mistakes in the future.  If your child is unable to complete the homework due to lack of understanding please have them try what they can and then send me a note/email letting me know that they did attempt the homework to the best of their ability.  
Homework Completion:
Homework usually involves completing class work not finished during the school day. Outside assignments will be given to reinforce or enrich classroom instruction. Students should plan on homework as least four times a week. An assignment may be given over the weekend if it was not completed during the week, or in case of a long-term assignment. If the assigned class work has been completed, the student is encouraged to use the time at home for reviewing or enrichment. (Time: 15-20 minutes of homework per day).  Mrs. Blevins expects all papers to have a heading (as seen below)
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To complete homework assignments:

USE PENCIL!! Be sure to SHOW ALL WORK necessary to complete the problem.  The work needs to be completed VERTICALLY, not horizontally.  Problems without work will not receive credit.  CIRCLE your final simplified answers.   Homework may also be assigned and turned in online with our math series at my.hrw.com.  The students will be given a username and password to access the site.  All homework should be saved in your 3 ring binder divided into units until told to discard it.  These can be used to help you on quizzes/tests.
***IMPORTANT***

SHOWING WORK:  Students must show work on all classwork, assignments, and assessments.  Seeing students’ steps is an important part in assessing their progress.  It is through the work that I can find areas of strengths as well as their weaknesses.  Students that do not show the necessary work may lose points on their assignments and assessments.

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:

· For each assessment given, students will be expected to document the amount of time they spent, within that week, preparing for this assessment.  Based on the amount, students will also give a prediction of what they think they will earn on that assessment.  This will allow students to reflect and take responsibility for their learning. 
· Students earning a D or F on an assessment have the opportunity to prepare again and retake the assessment. In order to have the opportunity to retake an assessment, the student must have completed ALL formal assessments leading up to that summative assessment.  For corrections on a summative, see the following pages.
    Name: _______________________________________Date: _______________
Period: _____ 

Summative Reassessment Form
Please fill out this form to reassess your summative assessment. You are expected to follow the steps outlined here for your opportunity to reassess. 
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   Assessment Title: ______________________________ Class: _______________ Score: _______

  Steps to take for the opportunity to reassess:

1. The NEWEST score will be recorded in the gradebook, even if the most recent score is lower than the original.  Reassessment format may not be the same as the original assessment given.

2. Complete this form with parent signature. All areas of this form need to be completed in complete sentences with specific details.

3. Return all missing/incomplete/LATE assignments attached to this form within 3 days of receiving this form. Students will utilize academic behavioral study hall (ABS) to complete these missing/ incomplete/LATE assignments.

4. Students must redo the assessment within 5 days during academic behavioral study hall (ABS) from when the assessment is handed back. Be sure that all missing/incomplete/LATE assignments are completed 2 days prior to taking the reassessment.  .

5. NO redo/reassessment will be provided during the last week of a quarter.

*** If any of the above steps are not completed, then the students have chosen to forfeit the opportunity to take the reassessment***
1.   What steps did you take to prepare for the original assessment (studying)?   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________________________________________

2.   Why do you believe you earned the score you did? Give three reasons.  

          Here are some ideas for study tools for daily preparation:


          Teacher signature: _______________________________________
Date:______________

          Student signature: ________________________________________
Date: ______________                                                                                          
            Parent signature: __________________________________________  Date: ______________
NWEA MAP Testing:
Students will be responsible for taking three rounds of MAP tests in math and reading. Students are to record their scores in their assignment notebook. Testing dates will be announced beforehand. 

Grading Scale… Remember Mrs. Blevins does not give grades; you earn them!

The student's grade is determined by the number of points he or she earns out of a total number of points possible. A student's average will be computed using 75% summative assessments and 25% formative.  Formative assessments will be listed in Powerschool so that a student can check their progress leading up to the summative assessment.  Tests are given at the end of each unit and quizzes will occur between tests.  Most summative assessments will be completed online and the students will get immediate feedback. Parents will also be notified of their child’s summative score by email.  The email will be sent to the email address/addresses that you provide below.  Cheating on a test or on homework will not be tolerated. Those students found cheating will receive a detention. The grading scale is as follows:

A 90-100%         B 80-89%           C 70-79%           D 60-69%           F 59%-50
I have HIGH EXPECTATIONS of all my students.  I believe each and every one of you can do well in this class.  If you pay attention, complete the assignments, and ask questions you should be fine.

Remember, this school year is what you make it out to be.  Work hard, take responsibility for yourself and your actions, and use the tools that are provided to you to ensure a successful school year.
PLEASE RETURN THE 2 SHEETS BELOW BY AUGUST 28
Acknowledgement of Mrs. Blevins’ Rules and Procedures for Math Class

Parent(s) or Guardian(s)

Please discuss the above information with your child, then sign and date below. In addition, please check your student's planner at least three times a week and check my teacher page on the school website to stay informed of upcoming assignments. If you have any questions or concerns that arise during the course of the school year, please do not hesitate to contact me. By keeping the means of communication open, together, we can assure that your child will have a successful school year.  

---------------------------------------------------------------




--------------
---------------------------------------------------------------                                           Date
Parent(s)/Guardian Signature 






  


Student

I strongly believe that communication is key. If you have any questions regarding my class please talk to me as soon as possible. I am always available during advisory, after school, and also by appointment. I am here to help you succeed in my class and in school. Feel free to ask me any questions or state any concerns.

---------------------------------------------------------------




--------------
Student Signature










Date

Personal Information
1. Do you have access to a home computer?

      Printer?

      Internet?
2. What are 2 strengths you have in math? 
3. What are 2 areas you would like to improve in math?
4. Who was your 7th grade math teacher?
5. What is something interesting that you are involved in that you would like to share?
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Student’s Name ____________________________________ Period ______________

Neatly, write down your parents’ names and emails. Please put a * next to the best email to use for contact. 

Father’s Name____________________________________
Father’s Email ____________________________________

Mother’s Name____________________________________

Mother’s Email ____________________________________

(By providing an email, you will receive notifications about most of your child’s summative assessments in this class as soon as they complete them.)
Neatly, write down the following phone numbers (including area code and extension). Please put a star next to the best number to use for contact.
Home Phone Number
Father _________________________________

Mother _________________________________
Cell


Father___________________________________

Mother ____________________________________

Work 

Father ________________________________________
Mother _______________________________________

�





�





Preparing for a Math Test


Make a List of Important Concepts/Formulas.  Review the assigned videos, your notes and make a concise list of important concepts and formulas.  Make sure you know these formulas and more importantly how to use them!


Rework Homework Problems.  Do not just read over the homework problems.  Actually rework them.  Writing down the steps will help you to remember them.  Make sure that you try to do the problems without looking at the solutions.


Rework Book/Notes Examples.  Cover up the solutions to book or note examples and try to rework them.  When looking for problems from the book don’t forget that most books have a review section at the end of each chapter that usually contains more problems.


Look for Identifying Characteristics in Problems.  While doing your homework you knew which section it came out of.  This provided some clues as to the solution process.  During an exam you won’t have this to help you.  So, while reviewing your homework look for identifying characteristics that will give you clues on how to identify that kind of problem.


Take a Practice Exam.  Find some problems and treat them like practice test.  Give yourself a time limit and don’t use your notes or book.
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