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Ms. Canter - 8th Grade Language Arts

2018- 2019 School Year

Email: jcanter@summithill.org
Phone: 815.469.4330

Welcome to Language Arts!  I hope you will find my class challenging, yet fun!  
This year is a transitional year to get you ready for high school.  In approximately 174 school days, you will be a high school student preparing for your future!  Well, let’s not wait; let’s begin the preparation today!
Here is some information that will help you be successful in Language Arts:

First of all, our class will follow the district-wide PBIS initiative (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports).  That means we will basically have three main areas of focus:  Respect, Responsibility, and Safety.  Here is what those expectations should look like in Language Arts.
	Expectations
	Classroom Setting

	Respect
	· Respect yourself and take pride in your contributions.  

· Respect others and follow the “golden rule.”

· Honor your beautiful school! Respect the school, its property, and the entire learning environment.

	Responsibility
	· Show up to class prepared.

· Be sure to have all of your materials with you.

· Come to class with your assignments on the day they are due.

· Always have a novel to read!

· Do the best that you can!

· Challenge yourself! 

· When things get hard, try harder!

· Turn in work that shows you care.  “If you can’t read it, nobody else can either.”

	Safety
	· Keep the classroom aisles free from obstacles.  Put materials under your seat.
· Adhere to the dress code.
· Follow all directions for emergency drills.


Along with being a good citizen, HAVE FUN, too!  Learning need not be void of laughter!  This is your last year of grammar school.  Take risks!  Soak up the memories! Challenge yourself!
Grading Scale


A =   
90 - 100 %

B =
80 - 89 %           


C =
70 - 79 %        


D =     
60 - 69 %              


F =  
50 - 59%
In high school, you are responsible for monitoring your own progress.  Start that habit in 8th grade!  I encourage you to check your grades online, and therefore, you will always be aware of your progress.  
When performance/grades start to slip, parents may be contacted.
Daily Required Materials

	· Assignment Notebook
	· All text books
	· Pens & Pencils

	· Silent reading book (novel)
	· English/Reading spirals and folders
	· Completed assignments

	· Loose leaf paper
	· Highlighters
	


Attendance

When you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to inquire about make-up work.  Ask a few students first about what you missed and then seek clarification from your teacher.
Absent Work / Late Work

You will have the same number of days to complete missing work as the number of days that you were absent, plus one additional day. It is your responsibility to turn in any late or missing work.
Independent Novel Studies
At least one (1) AR test/project will be required in each quarter. 
To receive credit, a student must score 70% or higher on the AR Test, and must turn in a small novel project.
AR books should be a minimum of 150 pages and should have at least a 5.0 point value.  However, exceptions can be made.  All novels should be approved by the teacher.  AR tests must only be taken during Language Arts – time will be allowed and deadlines will be given in advance.  Some reading time will be given during class.  Therefore, you must have a novel with you at all times!
Check the Lexile level on your novels, too.  The Common Core Lexile Range for 8th grade is 925-1185.
Library Visits
We have scheduled library visits every other week. However, you are responsible for your own library due dates, as we may not make every scheduled visit.  Also, you may visit the library during class time when you have finished your work in class. 
Writing
You will be exposed to various styles of writing this year. A strong focus will be on the following:  Informational writing, Narrative writing, Argumentative (Persuasive) writing, Compare/Contrast writing, and Responding to Literature.  
Reading
You will be exposed to various reading genres as well. We will be reading fiction, nonfiction, historical fiction, memoirs, poetry, science fiction, folktales, myths, biographies, etc.  Along with all of the short stories that we will read in class, we will also read two classroom novels together.  Those novels will be named at a later date

Common Core Standards 

We will be following the Common Core Standards, and students will see an increase in the rigor of our lessons.  There will be an increased focus on writing, as well as on reading higher-level texts.  There will also be a strong focus on getting our students to think more critically. These standards are aimed at getting our students “college and career ready.”  

Disciplinary Items
Tardies – Parents will be contacted on the third tardy. Consequences, including referrals, may be issued for repeated tardies.
Gum – Immediate referral/detention.
Cell Phones – Cell phones are not allowed in class. A warning will be issued the first time, and a referral will be written for every infraction after that.
Disruptive Students – Students who disrupt the learning environment, taking away the opportunity for others to learn or complete their tasks, may be transferred down to the office.  If a student leaves for being disruptive, they are still required to make up any missing work.
Missing Work or Failing Work – In order to help students be more successful, attendance at Intramural Study Hall or Academic Behavioral Study Hall may be required.

Help/Assistance
I can be available during lunch, before school, and after school.  If you need help with anything, schedule a time to meet with me.  

Most homework assignments, and any corresponding materials, are usually posted on my Teacher Page.  You can email me, too, if you have questions about a homework assignment or project. 
Spartan Team
You are on a unique team called the Spartans.  We are a bigger team, comprised of both 7th and 8th grade students.  Though you won’t have core classes with the 7th grade students, please recognize that they are in our hallway and they could benefit from your help and experience.  Embrace them as team members, and make them feel a part of this wonderful team! Remember….you have the power to influence; will it be positive or negative?

“Begin with the end in mind.”    
 - Stephen Covey
Name: _______________________________   Date: ______________   Class Period: _________

SUMMATIVE REASSESSMENT FORM

Please fill out this form to reassess your summative assessment. You are expected to follow the steps outlined here for an opportunity to retake a summative assessment.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences and provide specific details.
1. What steps did you take to prepare for the original assessment? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you believe you earned the score you did? Provide three reasons. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Teacher Signature: ______________________________________________
Date:___________

Student Signature: ______________________________________________
Date:___________

Parent Signature:  _______________________________________________
Date:___________
“Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think.”    


 -Albert Einstein





“A comfort zone is a beautiful place, but nothing ever grows there.” 


unknown








Assessments:


Formative – 25%   Summative – 75%


Students may redo a formative assessment. It must be completed within one day of being handed back.


Students who need to or want to redo a summative assessment must follow the requirements on the attached Reassessment form.





Write to be understood,


	Speak to be heard,


		READ to grow!


Lawrence Clark Powell





    Go Spartans!





Assessment Title: ______________________________________________  Score: ___________________





Steps to take for the opportunity to reassess:


The NEWEST score will be recorded in the gradebook, even if the most recent score is lower than the original. Reassessment format may not be the same as the original assessment given.





Complete this form with parent signature. All areas of this form need to be completed in complete sentences with specific details.





Turn in all missing/incomplete/late assignments along with this form within three (3) days of receiving the form. Students will utilize Academic Behavioral Study Hall (ABS) to complete all missing/incomplete/late assignments.





Students must redo the assessment within five (5) days during ABS from when the assessment is handed back. All missing/incomplete/late work must be turned in two (2) days prior to taking the reassessment.





NO redo/reassessment will be provided during the last week of a quarter.





*** If any of the above steps are not completed, then the students have chosen to forfeit the opportunity to take the reassessment.








