Seventh Grade Language Arts Syllabus
Mr. Patrick Sullivan
Email: psullivan@summithill.org
District website: www.summithill.org


Our curriculum is aligned with the Illinois Common Core Standards. Visit http://www.isbe.net/common_core/default.htm for more information
Classroom Policies:

· Be RESPONSIBLE.
· Be RESPECTFUL. 
· Be SAFE. (see specifics on back)
· ALL students must come prepared to class. This includes having any materials needed for that day.

· Homework assignments, projects, essays, etc. are due on the given date. If a student is absent the day an assignment is due, the student will turn in the assignment when he/she returns.

· Assessments are usually announced at least two days in advance. If a student is absent the day of an assessment, he/she will make it up the day of return.

· Cheating/ Plagiarism on an assignment will not be tolerated.
· Grade scale:

· A = 90 – 100

· B = 80 – 89
· C = 70 – 79
· D = 60 – 69
· F = 59 and below

· Summative Assessments will count for 75% of the final grade. Formative Assessments will count for 25% of the final grade. 
· Assessments, daily assignments, essays, etc. will be assigned throughout the year. Point values for each will be announced beforehand.

· STUDENTS MUST USE ONLY WIDE RULED LOOSELEAF AND SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS.

· STUDENTS MAY ONLY WRITE IN BLUE AND/OR BLACK INK PENS.


Language Arts is broken down into two disciplines, reading and writing. The following is a very brief overview:
Reading (Collections text, Close Reader and Performance Assessment workbooks)
· The reading curriculum will consist of the literature text, independent readings, novels, and essays.

· Assessments, daily assignments, book reports, reading logs, Independent Novel Studies, etc. will be assigned throughout the year. Point values for each will be announced beforehand.
Language (Writing and Grammar text and workbook and Vocabulary Workshop workbook)
· The language curriculum will consist of the text, a workbook, a Vocabulary Builder workbook, writing assignments/essays, and journal writing.

Please come to me before school, during Intramurals, or after school with any and all questions.
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Classroom Rules

Be Responsible

· arrive on time

· be ready with materials

· have all assignments on time and turned in

· ask for help when you don’t understand
· obtain missing assignments/work when absent

· have parent/teacher permission slip to attend Academic Assistance
· keep all areas clean

· accept consequences without arguing or complaining

Be Respectful

· use conversational tone, volume, and appropriate language

· maintain gum free zone

· respect personal work area

· respect property of others

· listen when others are speaking

· raise your hand and wait to be called upon

· maintain respectful, positive attitude
· respect others
Be Safe

· keep hands, feet, objects to self

· keep legs of chairs and desks flat on floor

· keep aisles clear

· enter/exit in an orderly fashion

· pass materials in an appropriate manner
· push in chairs

· feet on floor
Earned rewards for students who follow the behavioral expectations may include

· tablet time

· Spartan Den

· Spectacular Spartan

· Grab Bag o’ Prizes

· Quarterly rewards

· mp3 players in class

If any of the above rules are not followed, the school-wide discipline policy will be enforced.
