Quotations Cheat Sheet (Shhhhhh…)
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Direct Quotations with Introductory, Concluding, and Interrupting Expressions
1. When an introductory expression precedes a direct quotation, place a comma after the introductory expression and write the quotation as a full sentence.

EX: 

Timothy told his friend, “I had a great time at camp.”



Ginnie added, “We went on trips to the zoo and to a wildlife park.”

2. When a concluding expression follows a direct quotation, write the quotation as a full sentence ending with a comma, question mark, or exclamation mark inside the closing quotation mark. Then, write the concluding expression.

EX:

“I think you would have fun at our camp,” Timothy said.



“What activities does the camp offer?” inquired Kamilla.



“It’s everything anyone could want!” exclaimed Ginnie enthusiastically.

3. When a one-sentence direct quotation is separated by an interrupting expression, end the first part of the direct quotation with a comma and a quotation mark. Place a comma after the interrupting expression. Then, use a new set of quotation marks to enclose the rest of the quotation.

EX:

“Since the camp is located on a lake,” explained Ginnie, “we can go swimming and boating and water-skiing.”



“Do you think,” interrupted Kamilla, “that I could learn to water-ski?”

4. When two complete sentences in a direct quotation are separated by an interrupting expression, end the first quoted sentence with a comma, question mark, or exclamation mark and a quotation mark. Next, place a period after the interrupter. Then, write the second quoted sentence as a full quotation.

EX:

“We practically came face to face with a grizzly bear on one of our hikes in Alaska,” said Juan. “It was exciting and scary at the same time.”



“That’s amazing!” exclaimed Jenna. “How close did you get?”



“I’d say we were about fifty feet away,” responded Juan. “We were so close we could see its teeth.”

5. When writing dialogue, begin a new paragraph with each change of speaker.

EX:

“Why don’t we go to San Diego for a vacation?” Grandfather asked.

Surprised, Danielle replied, “Why do you want to go to San Diego? Let’s go somewhere else. I’d like to visit an interesting zoo or wildlife park.”

“You can’t be serious!” exclaimed Grandfather. “San Diego has one of the most famous zoos in the world, or we could visit Sea World and see Shamu, the trained killer whale.”

“In that case,” said Danielle, “maybe I should reconsider.”
