How Should I Introduce My Essay?
revised 10/13
Fable

There was a town a long time ago where birds sang and sparkling streams flowed. Today that town is no more. The birds died. The water is polluted. What happened? In reality, this town never existed; but what can we do to keep this fable from becoming reality?

Personal Experience

I remember the day my dad came home with the lottery check.

Personal Feeling

My feet were freezing. My nose was like an ice cube. My fingers would hardly move.
Question

What? You don’t like crunch caterpillars on your pizza? 

Idiom (figure of speech)

Now you’re in a pickle. No food, no water, no shelter. What do you do?

Anecdote (narrative vignette)

I was living in Arkansas the first time I met prejudice face to face.

Definition

Metamorphosis means transformation. I found out this can apply to many things.
Setting

In a tiny school, tucked up in a hollow in Kentucky, students are discovering excellence.

Quotation

“Give me liberty, or give me death.”

Pun (a play on words)

Now, spider-silk cross hairs are spinning out of existence.

Riddle

What do you call an eight-legged weaver?

Alliterative Phrase

Stepping and stomping. Whirling and swirling. Native Americans turn dance into art.

Words in Capitals, Bolds, or Italics

STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! The safety patrol wants you.

Exclamation

Whew! And you thought the desert was hot!

Noises/Onomatopoeia

Slurp, slurp. Glug, glug. On a hot day the best thing to quench your thirst is a cold drink.
Sentence Fragments/Staccato Sentences

A rose in full bloom. Your favorite perfume. A steak cooking over charcoal. Our sense of smell tells us plenty.

How Should I Transition My Ideas?
Addition: again, also, and, and then, besides, equally important, finally, first, for example, further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, last, moreover, next, second, still, too

Comparison: also, in the same way, likewise, similarly, granted, naturally, of course

Contrast: although, and yet, at the same time, but at the same time, despite that, even so, even though, for all that, however, in contrast, in spite of, instead, nevertheless, notwithstanding, on the contrary, on the other hand, otherwise, regardless, still, though, yet
Emphasis: certainly, indeed, in fact, of course

Example or Illustration: after all, as an illustration, even, for example, for instance, in conclusion, indeed, in fact, in other words, in short, it is true, of course, namely, specifically, that is, to illustrate, thus, truly

Location: above, beneath, amid, in back of, beyond, in front of, beside

Summarize or Conclude: all in all, altogether, as has been said, finally, in brief, in conclusion, in other words, in particular, in short, in simpler terms, in summary, on the whole, that is, therefore, to put it differently, to summarize

Time Sequence: after a while, afterward, again, also, and then, as long as, at last, at length, at that time, before, besides, earlier, eventually, finally, formerly, further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, in the past, last, lastly, meanwhile, moreover, next now, presently, second, shortly, simultaneously, since, so far, soon, still, subsequently, then, thereafter, too, until, until now, when

How Should I Conclude My Essay?
A Profound Thought – based on common knowledge and taken to a new level

A Surprise – carefully planned and built in toward the body

A Quote – to reinforce key points made in the text

A Tie-Up – taking care of loose ends and answering questions the reader may still have about key points

A Question or Open-Ended Statement – leaving the reader on an uncertain note

A Challenge – to take action

A Summary – just in case it’s necessary to make key points one more time

A Literary Device – a metaphor, simile, hyperbole, idiom, etc. that has been building throughout the piece

A Laugh – Why not? We can use a smile at the end of some pieces
