[image: image1.emf]

  How Strong Are Your Child’s Readiness Skills?

Do you have a child that will be going to preschool soon?  Do you have a child that will be entering kindergarten soon?  If so, please read the follow…

            Below are the 8 areas which are crucial to the development of every young child:  
Unless you are familiar with the levels of skill development in each of these particular areas, it would be very difficult to know whether or not your child is developing with flying colors or if your child might benefit from a little extra practice/support in a particular area(s) in order to meet the age-appropriate expectations of growth development.

There is a website which specifies and describes each of these 8 areas.  Whether your child will soon be going to preschool or whether you child will soon be going to kindergarten, this website will give you an opportunity to respond to assessment questions which will provide you with a full, comprehensive report on your child’s school readiness strengths and weaknesses.  You will see an immediate color-coded bar graph which will depict your child’s results, coupled with a comprehensive narrative on what you can do to strengthen your child’s skills in each area.  If your child is developing at an age-appropriate level, this information will be incorporated in the narrative. 

This site provides you with a large selection of excellent worksheets which you can download for free and use with your child to develop his/her skills in all of these areas.  This site also provides a blog for parents.
To access this site, go to:  www.schoolsparks.com.  Once you are on the website, you will see two selections that are listed under the heading, “All Children Can Start School Prepared to Succeed!”  Click on Understand the 8 developmental areas (highlighted in purple) to see a comprehensive description of the areas in which age-appropriate development is important.  I would also recommend clicking on Assess your child’s readiness (in purple).  After answering the specific questions, you will be given an immediate profile of your child’s level of readiness within these 8 important skill areas, along with a helpful narrative that is custom-designed for your child. The readiness assessment can be given more than once.
These are the 8 areas which are crucial to the development of every young child:


Gross Motor                                                             Letter and Word Awareness


Fine Motor                                                               Phonemic Awareness


Auditory Processing                                               Math and Number Awareness


Visual Discrimination                                             Social and Emotional Development








