     HELP YOUR CHILD STRENGTHEN HIS/HER
       BASIC SPELLING AND READING SKILLS 
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As soon as your child has learned the names and the sounds of the consonants and vowels, practicing the following activities can greatly impact your child’s success in reading and spelling.
                                               SPELLING ACTIVITIES
Spelling (the beginning letter in a word):

When given a picture (for example, a picture of a “dog”) or after hearing a particular word, (for example, the word “dog”), see if your child is able to state the correct beginning letter (“d”).  Once your child is able to state the correct letter, see if you child can print the correct letter for the beginning sound.

Spelling (the ending letter in a word):

When given a picture (for example, a picture of a “hat”) or after hearing a particular word, (for example, the word “hat”), see if your child is able to state the correct ending letter (“t”).  Once your child is able to state the correct ending letter, see if you child can print the correct letter for the ending sound.
Spelling (the middle letter in a word…the vowel):

This exercise should only be attempted when your child is confident in knowing all of the vowel sounds.  Give your child a CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) word, and see if your child can listen, sound out, and print each letter in the correct sequence.  For instance, say aloud the word “map”.  Ask your child to listen and print the first letter that is heard.  Then, have your child print the next sound which is heard.  Finally, have your child print the ending letter that is heard in the word.  Have your child look at the word that he/she spelled and read the word.
Phoneme segmentation 

Phoneme segmentation is a skill which your child will be asked to learn in kindergarten.  This involves separating each individual sound that is audible in a particular word.  For example, given the word “hen”, your child will need to hear and identify each separate sound and print the letter that is associated with each sound (“h”…”e”…”n”).  Once our child has mastered this skill, learning to spell words will become much easier.
Many of our 23 high frequency words such as the word “one” is not able to be sounded out.  Therefore, practicing the visual configuration of the unit of letters in many of these 23 words is necessary in order to learn them.

                                                  READING ACTIVITIES
It is not uncommon to have a student enter kindergarten with the capability of reading simple text.  Regardless of whether or not your child is reading, it is important for you to read to your child every day.  By reviewing the following areas with your child, you will be helping to strengthen his/her basic knowledge of important reading skills.  
Before reading the story, review the important aspects of the book:

“Point to the title of the book.”

“What does an author do?”

“What does an illustrator do?”

As you read the story, ask thought-provoking questions that require more than a “yes” or “no” answer:

“What do you think will happen next?”

“What would you do if you were ________ (the character)?”

“How do you think ____________ (the character) feels in this situation?”

The following questions are often asked after reading a story in class. Asking any of these questions after reading a story to your child will help in strengthening your child’s ability to focus and attend to the important elements of a story:

· “Who were the characters in the story?”

· “What happened in the beginning of the story?”

· “What happened in the middle of the story?”  (This is usually where the “problem” in the story occurs.)

· “What happened at the end of the story?”

· “What was the setting (where the story took place) of the story?”  For                                                example, was it on the farm, in a big city, in the ocean, in the woods, etc.?

After reading a story, asking subjective questions is equally important:

· “What did (didn’t) you like about the story?”

· “What was your favorite part of the story?”

· “Did you like the main character?  Why or why not?”

NOTE:  Do not feel like you have to ask each and every single question that has been listed, but please know that these are all equally important questions to ask for reading comprehension development.  Remember that it is just fine to read the same story numerous times, if your child so requests.  Young children begin to understand print by memorizing a book they hear repeatedly, and older children gain confidence in their ability to read a book independently as they hear it over and over.  
When your child is ready to learn to read, it is important to model the initial method for sounding out unfamiliar words:  When looking at a simple CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) word, help your child practice sounding out the letters in a left-to-right direction by blending the sounds of the letters.  Make sure that you do not leave a pause between each individual sound.  For example, given the word “sun”, slowly move your finger under the letters and “blend the sounds together” as you attempt to read the word:  “s-s-s-u-u-u-n-n-n…sun”.  

During the school year, your child will be working on phonograms in class.  Many children feel greater success when they are able to understand that words which have the same ending (phonograms) are also rhyming words.  If a child understands how to rhyme, then reading words with the same ending becomes easy.  Below, you will find examples of words with the same phonogram.  The phonogram is shown at the top of the list of words.  You might like to read the phonogram, and have your child attempt to read the list of words below it!
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Nothing is more exciting than learning to read!








