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English/Language Arts
Some children are sight word learners, and they rely on the visual formation of words for retention purposes.  That is, these students identify words by remembering the visual sequence of the letters as they are presented in a word.  Other students use a phonetic approach which involves blending the sounds of the letters to pronounce each word.  (Some students will use a combination of these two techniques.) "Nonsense" words can be used to identify students who exhibit difficulty in phonetically sounding out and decoding unknown words.  Below are three boxes which contain “nonsense” words.  Basic Level 1 presents words which a kindergarten child should be able to phonetically decode.  Higher Level 2 and Higher Level 3 present words which are more difficult and contain blends such as:  bl, tr, gr, sm, etc., as well as diagraphs:  wh, ch, sh, and th.  How many "nonsense words" can your child read in these boxes?   Watch to see if your child is confusing similar letter formations (i.e., b/d; u/n; p/q).
         Basic Level  1                                               Higher Level 2                                               Higher Level 3
                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                 


Our English/Language Arts standards expect kindergarten students to understand the concept of the main topic.  The students will continue to practice identifying the main topic in non-fiction text, as well as identifying supporting details which will enable to them to write about the main topic.  Our students are doing a wonderful job at working at their own pace with decoding skills and/or reading comprehension lessons based on their developmental levels.

Math
The students will continue to work on addition and subtraction sentences based on their developmental level, and they will continue to work on their independent math skills packets.  During this month, the students will be presented with story problems, and they will learn how to represent each story problem with a math equation.  You can reinforce simple math problems at home when the opportunities arise.  For example, you might happen to have coins in your pocket which you can take out and sort.  You can separate the pennies into two small groups, for example, four pennies and three pennies.  Tell your child that he/she has 4 pennies and you have 3 pennies.  If you give your pennies to your child, how many will he/she have?   Helping your child to write the math sentence 4 + 3 = 7 would be excellent practice.  If your child is doing double digit addition, you might give a math problem, such as:  It took Logan 15 minutes to read one book and 34 minutes to read the second book.  How many minutes did Logan spend reading his books?  Again, helping your child to write the math sentence would be very beneficial.
Also, if you happen to notice that your child is reversing or inverting the numerals, please keep in mind that this is very common at the kindergarten level.  However, once your child enters 1st grade, the reversals and/or inversions should occur less often.  Please take advantage of any opportunities in which you can help your child practice printing the correct numerical formations.  It is also common for a child to transpose the higher numerals (i.e., print 39 or 93, print 81 for 18, print 72 or 27, etc.), and reinforcing the correct position of these numerals would be so beneficial at the kindergarten level.  In 1st grade, your child may correctly answer the math problems on a worksheet, but it is quite possible that the answers may be marked wrong if they are reversed or transposed.
Science/Social Studies
During this month, the students will be learning about animal adaptations and the life cycle of a butterfly.  We will be celebrating Earth Week and discussing the many ways in which we need to protect our air, water, soil, lakes, rivers, oceans, etc.  The students will create their own journal book which will focus on the importance of reducing, reusing, and recycling many common products within our environment.  We will also be discussing the life cycle of plants and determining what they need to survive.
Writing

By this time in the school year, students should be able to write more than 1 sentence about a particular topic.  The students should also be able to remember to start each sentence with a capital letter, leave spaces between each of the words, and use a punctuation mark at the end.  If you would like to strengthen your child’s writing skills, let your child choose a favorite topic, sport, person, etc. and create 2 or more sentences that pertain to the topic, person, etc.

If your child is still becoming confused when identifying a “b” and a “d” or a “p” and a “q”, this is common in kindergarten.  As with the reversals of numerals upon entrance into 1st grade, the reversals of letters should become less frequent, as well.  If, for example, your child is printing “bog” for “dog”, please spend some extra time in reviewing the difference between these 2 letters while your child is still in kindergarten.  Quite often, if a child is confused when printing a “b” and a “d” in words, the same child is also confusing the “b” and the “d” when reading words which contain these letters in text.

Please note that any help and support at home in reinforcing the correct formation of the letters and/or the numerals while your child is in kindergarten will greatly enhance your child’s success and strengthen his/her confidence in the areas of math and reading next year.

PBIS/ ”Cool Character”
Our “Cool Character” theme for this month pertains to honesty.  Learning to be honest with friends and family can be difficult for young children when they realize that there are consequences associated with their behavior and/or actions.  Remembering to be respectful, responsible, and safe will continue to be an ongoing focus at school.
Important Vocabulary

The following words are important for your child to learn.  Reviewing them with your child would be excellent.  You can also review the list of terms by going to the Downloads section on my website.
1.)  Rhyme – to have the same or similar ending sounds
2.)  Sentence – a group of words that expresses a complete thought

3.)  Setting – the time and place of a story

4.)  Simple sentence – a sentence with a subject and verb that creates a complete thought

5.)  Syllable – a word or part of a word that has a single vowel sound

6.) Title – the name given to a book, poem, or other work

7.) Title page – the page in a book that names the title, the author, the publisher, and the publication place and date

8.) Topic – the main thought or subject of a written work

9.)  Verb – a part of speech that expresses action or state of being

10.)  Vowels – a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes y
11.)  Word – a unit of language consisting of one or more spoken sounds 
Spring Break

Please be sure to keep in mind that school will not be in session on Friday, April 19th and Monday April 22nd for the holiday break.
April Newsletter 2019





Ms. Penny’s Kindergarten





tep     sab


foz      diz


maf    lev





ched   thup


thid     shen


whek  chob    





blep     smid  


trov      stam


gref      flug





“Nonsense” words which begin with a consonant digraph





Consonant-vowel-consonant


“nonsense” words





“Nonsense” words which begin with a consonant blend








