The Outsiders

Pick a quote / passage from the book. 

Write that passage.

Explain what it means in your own words.

Example:

I was trembling. A pain was growing in my throat and I wanted to cry, but greasers don’t cry in front of strangers. Some of us never cry at all. Like Dally and Two-Bit and Tim Shepard- they forgot how to an early age (chapter 7, 3).

Start with a transition such as:

This excerpt from Hinton explains…

This passage helps the reader realize…

In other words, this means…

I understand this to mean…

…that Ponyboy knows ‘big boys don’t cry’. He is obviously aware of his emotions by the way he responds to the doctor’s discouraging diagnosis, but he is not willing to share them in front of others. Often times, boys are told to hide their feelings and not let others know that they are crying because it makes them appear weak. Ponyboy is not willing to appear weak in front of other people. 
