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Eighth Grade English/Language Arts Syllabus
Mrs. Beth Zinsky
Email: ezinsky@summithill.org
Welcome to eighth grade ELA! This year, we will work as a team to help you reach your full potential as a reader, writer, and citizen of the world!

In this class, we use a one-inch binder with dividers to stay organized. This is a key element to success in this classroom. We save everything, and the binder allows students to have writing tips, vocabulary exercises, reading strategies, etc. at their fingertips all year long. Please purchase this binder by MONDAY, AUGUST 26.
Classroom Policies:
· Be responsible, respectful, and safe (see back page).
· Check “Teams” daily. Information for class will be posted here often.
· Assessments are placed into two categories: Summative and Formative
· Summative assessments (tests, projects) count for 75% of the final grade.
· Formative assessments (practice, classwork) count for 25% of the final grade.
· Summative assessments are usually announced at least two days in advance. If a student is absent the day of a summative, he/she will arrange with Mrs. Zinsky to make it up.
· Most work will be completed on school-issued tablets. When completing written work, students must only use pencil or blue/black ink. 
· Our school-wide “reassessment” policy is attached for your reference. 
“Extras”:
· Students are welcomed and encouraged to present their own book talks, share “Oops” board items (grammar mistakes found in published pieces of writing), and assist in peer tutoring when necessary. 
· Students may choose to compete in the school-wide “Battle of the Books” contest coordinated by our school librarian. There are also classroom incentives connected to the “Battle of the Books.” 
English/Language Arts (ELA) is broken down into two disciplines: reading and writing. The following is a very brief overview:

· The reading curriculum will consist of the Prentice-Hall literature text, Collections text with online component, independent readings, novels, and essays.
· The language curriculum will consist of grammar packets, a Vocabulary workbook, writing assignments/essays, and journal writing.

· We will also utilize technology to enhance learning through various websites such as No Red Ink, Quizlet, and Freckle.
· Each student is expected to read a novel of his/her choice for 20 minutes per night. 
· Each quarter, students are responsible for completing an independent novel project, commonly known as the “AR project.” Guidelines will be given at the beginning of each quarter. 
Classroom Expectations
Be Responsible

· arrive on time

· be ready with materials

· have all assignments on time and turned in to the tray or “Teams”
· ask for help when you don’t understand
· obtain missing assignments/work when absent

· use technology according to the Acceptable Use agreement
· keep all areas clean

Be Respectful

· use conversational tone, volume, and appropriate language

· maintain gum-free zone

· respect personal work area

· respect property of others

· listen when others are speaking

· raise your hand and wait to be called upon

· maintain respectful demeanor
· accept consequences without arguing or complaining
Be Safe

· keep hands, feet, objects to self

· keep legs of chairs and desks flat on floor

· keep aisles clear

· enter/exit in an orderly fashion

· pass materials in an appropriate manner
Earned rewards for students who follow the behavioral expectations may include:
· Spectacular Spartan card
· Classroom incentives

· Quarterly rewards

· PBIS tickets for school store
If any of the above rules are not followed, the school-wide discipline system will be enforced.
If a student has any questions or concerns, my door is always open! Please contact me with any issues that may arise. My teacher page will be updated weekly (at a minimum), and all grades will be entered into PowerSchool on a weekly basis.

I am looking forward to an enriching year!

Beth Zinsky

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I acknowledge that I have read the syllabus for Mrs. Zinsky’s ELA class. 

___________________________
___________________________
____________
Parent signature


Student signature


Date
