Mr. Cronin’s Class
8th Grade Advisory & Resource:

Our advisory/resource room is designed to develop, strengthen, and improve skills for positive academic performance and achievement. We will work on skills that target planning, organization, memory, comprehension, test taking, mathematical practices, written expression, self-advocacy, time management,  and transitional planning. During our time we will monitor the set goals according to each individual’s IEP throughout the year. We look to assist the students in becoming independent individuals while working alongside them in all classes. One major key to the success of our students is to maintain communication with parents, students, teachers, social workers, speech therapists, and all staff involved with the education of the student. 

Procedures:

Every day upon entering the classroom, Mr. Cronin will have tasks written on the board to help assist with self-check-ins and monitoring the status of an assignment. There may be tasks given to specific students to help practice skills in order to monitor their personal goals. It is important to independently recognize with what one may need help or assistance.
Check-out: Specific students will have a check-out time with Mr. Cronin in order to make sure their planner is complete for any work that needs to be finished at home. These students must report to Mr. Cronin at the end of the day. 

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe to your classmates, teachers, school property, and yourself.


Do this by: 



- Following directions the first time they are given.



- Keeping your hands, feet, and other objects to yourself.



- Being in your seat when the bell rings.



- Bringing all materials to class.



-Asking for help when you need it.



-Being accountable and aware

Please refer to the handbook for any disciplinary infractions that go against the rules seen above, including offenses that are minor and major.
Homework Procedures:

Missing assignments: 

The first time will be a warning, with the expectation that it is completed the following day. Any time after the first missing assignment will require a student to attach a pink “missing work sheet,” have it signed by the parent and completed during intramurals, or after school.
Emergency Procedures: 

Fire: Exit the room, go down to the west hallway (the “up-traffic” stairs), go down the stairs and out the doors. Walk to the west parking lot and quietly listen for directions.
Tornado: Go downstairs to the hallway running north & south and assume safety position.
Lockdown: Run if possible. Hide in the closet. Fight in a threatening circumstance.
Grading:

Formative assessments will be used for your growth and expectations to reach a standards-based objective and will be worth 25% of your grade.
Summative assessments will be the final assessment of measuring the mastery of a standard and will be worth 75% of your grade.
Commit to the Path
Trust in the path of your educations that your teachers provide and in the path of confidence you 

take on yourself. In doing so, you’ll benefit from the content and activities that will help you build 

your skills in the academic world and the life skills needed to be successful.

If you’re just looking to complete work but not engage in class by not putting in the effort, you won’t achieve success
A final note on repetition and constant practice of skills:

“Repetition is the Mother of All Skill”
In any life skill, becoming a great, confident learner means lots of practice and review.

Repetition is critical and nothing can replace it. By repeating study skills and foundational skills, you have the opportunity to engage your brain and develop new ways of studying. A natural rhythm of this is that you’ll become an independent learner—and probably have more success with your own learning and self-discoveries.

Please have an open mind and a willingness to be challenged. You will be asked to consider perspectives and positions that are different from what you have learned before. I will ask you to ask any questions you have and never feel ashamed to question something. I may have you repeat or continue something that is challenging or repetitive, and even though you may roll your eyes, there is a method to my teaching and the way you learn.
Please trust the process because that too is an expectation. 
Mr. Cronin’s email: kcronin@summithill.org
Visit Mr. Cronin’s class page for links for help or reference.
