Chapter 6 – Lesson 1
The Movement Begins
A.   Taking on Corruption (p.150-153)


1. Reformers wanted to fix urban problems, improve government, and regulate business.

2. Political machines – powerful groups linked to political parties



a. controlled local government / bosses were often dishonest


3. Politicians were corrupt.



a. took bribes from landlords to overlook violations



b. took campaign money from companies wanting to do business



c. took kickbacks: business charging too much and giving some money back


4. William M. Tweed controlled New York City’s Democratic political machine.



a. control police, courts, and some newspapers



b. sent to prison


5. Reformers wanted to stop political machines.



a. National Municipal League – make city governments more honest/efficient

6. 1883: Pendleton Act: set up Civil Service Commission to give tests for federal jobs


7. 1890: Sherman Antitrust Act: meant to protect against restrained commerce and 

              trade, but was seldom used before the 1900s


8. 1887: Interstate Commerce Act: set up commission to oversee railroads and later 

              trucking industries

a. railroads formed oligopoly (limit competition and raise prices)


9. 1890: Tariff Bill charged tariffs on imported goods, which was opposed by many 

              consumers because tariffs raised consumer prices
a. tariff – taxes charged on imported goods

B. The New Reformers (p.153-155)


1. Socialists believed government should own resources and operate major industries on 

              behalf of all people.

2. Progressives wanted government to regulate industry rather than own it and to be 

              more efficient and less influenced by powerful businesses.

3. Muckrakers were reporters who wrote newspaper articles about corruption in business.


a. Lincoln Steffens and Ida Tarbell worked for McClure’s Magazine



b. Upton Sinclair wrote The Jungle: described horrors of Chicago’s meatpacking 


4. 1906: Meat Inspection Act and Pure Food and Drug Act: food and medicine are 

              accurately labeled


5. Oregon System:



a. citizens place issue on ballot 



b. referendum allowed voters to accept or reject laws



c. recall allowed voters to remove incompetent elected officials


6. Seventeenth Amendment:


a. senators were elected by voters, not chosen by the legislatures



b. gave people greater voice in government

