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2017-2018 Curriculum Night Information Packet
Spanish I, Grades 7-8
Summit Hill Junior High

Dr. Michelle M. Ferrer

Room 125
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Please read the contents of this packet and return this portion to Dr. Ferrer by Friday, September 15, 2017.  Signing and returning this slip will be documented on PowerSchool.)
My child and I have read and understood the contents of Dr. Ferrer’s Curriculum Night packet and are now aware of the goals, rules, expectations, and policies that will be enforced in Spanish class during the 2017-2018 school year.

Student Signature ________________________________________________________

Parent Signature _________________________________________________________

Date  _________________________________________________________________
An Informational Parent Letter from Dr. Ferrer 

September 5, 2017

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español! I am delighted to know that your child will be learning the second most spoken language of the United States. Unlike other core curriculum subjects, Spanish is a new discipline for most students, and of course, will provide a new, challenging experience. It is important that students and parents know the classroom expectations and procedures to help each child achieve to the highest degree of success. 

Spanish I:  Program Description
The goal of the Spanish I course is to help the students build basic and intermediate literacy skills in Spanish, using the Holt Spanish I ¡Exprésate! text as a program base (also being used at Lincoln-Way High School), so that students have the opportunity to be recommended for placement into Spanish II at the beginning of their first year of high school. The first half of Spanish I (Chapters One to Four) is completed in seventh grade and the second half (Chapters Five to Eight) is completed in eighth grade. Additionally, students will be studying a great deal about the culture, history, geography, and arts of the Spanish-speaking world. 

In order for students to place into Spanish II as freshmen, the World Languages department at Lincoln-Way East High School will request a YES/NO recommendation from the eighth grade junior high Spanish teacher.  This recommendation will be based on students meeting the following criteria:
1. Maintain an average Spanish I course grade of B (80%) or higher throughout all eight quarters of seventh and eighth grade.
2. Pass the Spanish I: Chapters 1-4 Cumulative Exam (administered in December of the eighth grade year) with a score of 70% or higher.
3. Earn a Proficient rating on a Spanish I writing assessment (administered in December of the eighth grade year).
Students do NOT earn high school credit upon completion of Spanish I at the junior high.  The course simply allows them to place into level II.  Taking Spanish II as freshmen allows students to advance to higher levels of Spanish as they continue throughout high school.  Spanish IV and Spanish V are both Advanced Placement (AP) courses. After successful completion of such courses and AP testing, students will be given opportunities to earn college credit during their junior/senior years of high school.  
Additionally, students’ advanced language study may foster their eligiblility for the State of Illinois Seal of Bililteracy.  The Seal of Bilileracy is a national initiative to recognize high school graduates (during their senior year) who have achieved a high level of proficiency in English as well as a second language.  This proficiency encompasses the skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Lincoln-Way High Schools have been approved to certifiy students’ transcripts with this special recognition.  

Should you have questions specifically regarding high school world language programs and/or the Seal of Biliteracy at Lincoln-Way East High School, please contact Ms. Peg Bobber, Department Chairperson of World Languages, at pbobber@lw210.org.
Assessment and Grades 
Our class time will be devoted primarily to speaking, listening, and guided practice activities. Students will be expected to engage in topic specific conversations and listening comprehension scenarios.  Students will receive homework on a regular basis and will be expected to complete each assignment with care and accuracy. Even when no written work is assigned, students will have a great deal of vocabulary to study. 

In accordance with Summit Hill School District’s assessment policy, students’ progress and achievement will be monitored through two types of assessment:  formative and summative.  
Formative assessment is the formal and informal processes teachers and students use to gather evidence for the purpose of improving learning. Assessment for learning is how we provide students valuable feedback on their progress toward achieving the specific learning target. 

Summative assessment provides evidence of student achievement for the purpose of making a judgment about student competence or program effectiveness. Assessment of learning is how we know our students have achieved specific learning expectations. 
The following district-wide grading scale will be utilized:

· 90-100% A

· 80-89% B

· 70-79% C

· 60-69% D

· 0-59% F

Important Note:  As required by the Lincoln-Way High School World Languages department, Spanish I grades earned in seventh and eighth grade at the junior high will be posted on high school transcripts.
Classroom Management:  Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
In a foreign language class, students need optimal conditions for concentration, and they need to feel comfortable speaking without the fear of making errors. To create a safe, enjoyable learning environment, the following classroom rules (based on district-wide PBIS expectations of Respect, Responsibility, and Safety) are observed:

1.  Be on time for class.  (Responsibility)

2.  Be prepared for class.  (Responsibility)

3.  Raise your hand and wait to be called on.  (Respect)

4.  Follow all school handbook safety rules.  (Safety)

5.  Participate in class activities.  (Responsibility)

Students who are experiencing difficulty in meeting PBIS expectations will be reminded and monitored through the following steps:
· First minor behavior documented.
· Second minor behavior documented.

· Third minor behavior documented.

· Three minor behaviors documented results in major consequence (disciplinary referral).
Students who meet PBIS expectations will be awarded tickets which can be accumalated and traded in for rewards.  Additionally, I will also contact you through mailed Spectacular Spartan certificates when your child does an exemplary job in modeling great behavior, displaying excllent study habits, and/or making outstanding achievement. Let's celebrate success! 

Parent Involvement 
During the year, we will have one Curriculum Night as well as Parent Teacher conferences. I hope to see you at these times. 

Parents can also show their involvement in their child's education by checking assignment notebooks daily, reviewing homework, and checking grades on PowerSchool weekly.   Please also check my teacher page on the school website, www.summithill.org, where my lesson plans and announcements of assessments will be updated every Friday for the upcoming week.  You may feel free to contact me at anytime via email at mferrer@summithill.org or by phone at 815-469-4330 to discuss any concerns you may have about your child’s progress.

I look forward to an exciting, fresh academic year. I hope to instill in your child my own passion for the acquisition of Spanish language and study of Hispanic cultures.  ¡Buena suerte!

Sincerely, 
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Michelle M. Wantroba-Ferrer, Ph.D.
Spanish I Instructor

World Languages Department Chair
Summit Hill Junior High School
SPANISH I Class Goals and Objectives, Grade 7
Summit Hill Junior High School

Dr. Ferrer

As a result of their Foreign Language education, students will be able to meet the following objectives in Spanish:

Introductory Lessons and Chapter 1

1. recite the alphabet and spell words using the Spanish alphabet 

2. recognize cognates

3. apply punctuation marks and accent marks

4. recognize gender of nouns  

5. exchange greetings and ask how one is doing identify and describe people, using the verb ser (to be)

6. introduce one’s self and others and tell where one is from, using the verb ser name countries and capitals of Spanish speaking nations 

7. identify gender of nouns and adjectives 

8. tell the date and day of the week 

9. count and write numbers 0 to 31 in word and digit form

10. tell time

11. tell phone numbers

Chapter 2

1. describe people and things

2. ask about birthdays and age

3. talk about likes and dislikes, using the verb gustar (to like)
4. use the verb ser (to be) with adjectives

5. use question words

6. count and write numbers 31 to 100 in word and digit form

7. differentiate amongst subject pronouns 

8. conjugate and use the verb tener (to have) to show possession

9. identify nouns and definite articles

10. use the words ¿por qué? to ask why? and porque to tell because

11. use the preposition de to tell from or of  

Chapter 3

1. talk about activities one likes to do by using gustar (to like) with infinitives

2. talk about what one wants to do, suing querer (to want) with infinitives

3. talk about daily activities, using regular –ar verbs

4. say how often one does things

5. use pronouns after infinitives

6. conjugate and apply forms of the verbs ir (to go) and jugar (to play)
7. use weather expressions

Chapter 4

1. say what one has using the verb tener (to have)

2. make plans

3. talk about classes

4. invite someone to do something

5. identify and use definite articles

6. identify and use the question word, ¿Cuánto? (How much?)

7. use mucho (a lot) and poco (a little) to express amounts

8. use tener expressions

9. use venir (to come) and a la/a las (at) with time expressions

10. identify and use tag questions

SPANISH I Class Goals and Objectives, Grade 8
Summit Hill Junior High School

Dr. Ferrer

As a result of their Foreign Language education, students will be able to meet the following objectives in Spanish:

Chapter 5

1. describe people and family members

2. talk about where one lives

3. talk about responsibilities

4. use possessive adjectives to show ownership

5. conjugate and use the following stem-changing verbs:  almorzar (to have lunch), dormir (to sleep), volver (to return), merendar (to snack), entender (to understand), and empezar (to begin)

6. express negation using nunca (never), tampoco (also), nada (nothing), and nadie (nobody)

7. conjugate and use the verbs tocar (to touch/play) and parecer (to seem)

Chapter 6 

1.  identify various foods

2.  describe food

3.  identify and discuss table settings

4.  conjugate and use ser vs. estar
5.  conjugate and use stem-changing verbs ex:  poder, preferir
6.  use direct objects and direct object pronouns

7.  use affirmative informal commands

8.  use affirmative informal commands with pronouns

Chapter 7

1.  identify terms used to describe a daily routine and identify personal items

2.  identify parts of the body

3.  use verbs with reflexive pronouns

4.  use infinitives

5.  review stem-changing verbs

6.  use estar, sentirse, and tener
7.  identify and use negative informal commands

8.  use object pronouns and reflexive pronouns with commands

Chapter 8

1.  identify clothing terms

2.  identify colors

3.  use the verb costar and numbers one to one million

4.  use comparisons with adjectives

5.  conjugate and use quedar

6.  review expressions of time

7.  use the preterite of  -ar and  -ir verbs

8.  review the use of  -ar verbs in the preterite tense

Spanish Class REQUIRED Materials 
Summit Hill Junior High School
Dr. Ferrer 

Students must bring the following materials to class everyday: 
· ¡Exprésate! textbook 
· All Spanish workbooks (Cuaderno de Vocabulario y Gramatica/Cuaderno de Actividades)
· Three-ring binder
· Folder (only for Spanish) 
· Notebook (only for Spanish) 
· Loose-leaf notebook paper 
· Assignment notebook 
· Pencils and pens (black or blue ink only, preferably erasable) 
· Red pens 
Students must keep the following materials in their lockers and should bring them to class when instructed to do so by their teacher: 
· Spanish-English dictionary (pocket-sized is sufficient) 

· Coloring supplies (crayons, markers, or colored pencils)  

· Scissors 

· Glue stick 
· A donation of ONE box of Kleenex is greatly appreciated!!!! (

If students lose or severely damage any books, they must notify the teacher and pay for a replacement in the office before a new one will be issued. 
Final notes:  To help keep the books in good shape and keep the students better organized, the following recommendations are encouraged: 
· Wrap the hardcover books in book covers or fabric book socks. 
· Have the students write their names (in ink) in every book in the space provided inside the cover. 
· Keep garbage out of book bags and encourage students to gently handle the books when putting them into book bags and lockers. 
· Keep workbooks in a three ring binder.  The same workbooks used in seventh grade will be used again in eighth grade.
· Do not let students give their book to another student. If the borrower loses or damages the book, the student to whom the book was originally issued is responsible.
