Audition Information 2020
· This year, a change has been made to help make auditions less scary and much less stressful for the students. There will be two sets of music available:

· Students interested in being in Concert Band will only need to play the ONE SHEET (Concert Band Audition 2020), which includes two scales and an etude excerpt. They will NOT be eligible to be in Symphonic Band with this audition, but also won’t be overwhelmed with the harder music if they’re not ready for it yet. No one will be excluded from ‘making’ Concert Band. The audition is basically so I know what they know at this point in time so that I can plan accordingly. 
· Students interested in auditioning for Symphonic Band will need to play the Symphonic Band Audition 2020 Scale Sheet PLUS the full etude. To “make” it into Symphonic Band, they must know the required scales and “pass” the etude, so they will need to download and practice the two pages of music. Percussionists have four pages: two on snare and two on mallets. If students don’t pass for Symphonic Band, they will be placed in Concert Band.
· Auditions for all band members are done as a recording. HOPEFULLY this will be done in August during band camp. If band camp isn’t allowed to happen, I will probably have students record their auditions and submit them to me by the first day of school. I may also take auditions via zoom. We will play it by ear and we will work it out!
·  Percussionists need to play BOTH the snare and mallet parts of their audition. Again, there is a separate audition for each band. The snare rudiment portion needs to be done ‘live’ so that I can see stickings, but we will make it work no matter what circumstances we find in August.
· If the student needs to go slower to get the rhythms and notes correct, then go slower! It is better to go slower and be accurate than go faster and play it incorrectly. Doing the dynamics, correct articulations and phrasing will score higher points. Use the best tone quality at all times!
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· The music should look challenging to the 7th graders, while the 8th graders will probably think it is “easier than last year”. It’s actually the same difficulty level. 8th graders have just played a year longer and have learned more since then. Keep practicing over the summer!

· Get some private lessons over the summer. Students could also get together with friends and practice together. The main objective is to just do the best that they can!! 
