

RESPECT. PRIDE. SUCCESS.
We have a great band program here at Summit Hill JH. There are more students involved in band than any other activity. Hopefully YOU will join us! If you have any questions, please contact me at kcoughlin@summithill.org  Thank you!

How many bands are there? What determines which band you’re in?

There are two large bands, Concert and Symphonic. Students are placed into one of these two bands by an audition recording that will be made at band camp. The audition consists of scales and an etude. The most advanced players will be placed into Symphonic Band. The remainder of the band members will be placed in Concert Band. There will be opportunities to move between bands during the school year. Some students even elect to play in both bands!
When do the bands rehearse?

The Symphonic Band meets every morning before school beginning at 7:00 and the Concert Band meets after school three days a week until 3:15. Rehearsal calendars will be distributed to make this easy for you. 
Can students be in sports and band? What about choir and band? And other clubs?

Yes, students can be in all of these activities. Schedules will be worked out so that you do not need to miss out on any extracurricular activities.

We do ask that students not over-commit themselves! 

Is there an opportunity for students to practice during the school day? During intramural time, students may come into the band room and practice any day of the week that they’d like to. This is an optional practice option and is NOT required. It’s just a fun, easy way to get practice time in, as well as get extra help if it’s needed.

How are lessons scheduled and when?

Lessons are held once a week during  PE/health class. PE/health meets five days a week, so students will only miss one day per week for band. Students will never be pulled from another class for lessons.

What about marching band?

Every band member is required to participate in our marching band performances. This includes the Fall Festival Parade on Labor Day weekend. We will hold a “band camp” on August 3-7 where we will learn our marching skills, as well as get to know each other! Once school starts, marching band will meet in the before school time slot (until Labor Day).
What other kinds of bands are offered at the Junior High?

In addition to the Concert, Symphonic and Marching Bands, we have Jazz Band, Pep Band and Percussion Ensemble, plus our Musical Revue in the spring. These groups are open to all band members on a volunteer basis.

What book is used for lessons? 
Students will start the year with their 6th grade book. When students are caught up and ready, new books will be ordered. Percussionists do NOT need a book.  
What should students practice over the summer?

Students should work on their audition music, so that they can feel good about their audition. A private teacher is a great idea and a list of local instructors is available. Many are high school and college students who have taught successfully for us in the past.

How much should students practice over the summer?

We all know that more practice = better results. Even 15-20 minutes a day will help a student improve. Don’t wait until the last minute to work on the audition. Give yourself the opportunity to do your best!

What about colorguard?

We do have a small colorguard (flag) group that participates in our parade performances. Band members are allowed to be in guard, but we are trying to recruit mainly non-band members for guard. Band members are encouraged to get their non-band friends involved. Interested students need to contact me before band camp and must be able to attend camp and all marching performances.

Any other suggestions?

Make sure that your instrument is in good working order. We recommend Treble Clef at (708) 598-7208. Stock up on reeds, valve oil, etc. Reed players should be using #2.5 VanDoren reeds and be rotating between 3-4 reeds daily. If still using Rico reeds, use #3 reeds.
What if a student isn’t sure about wanting to stay in band?

Our recommendation is to give it a try!  If you have particular concerns, please call and we’ll discuss them together. If a student is sure that he/she doesn’t want to continue, please get me a note with the reasons why. It helps in my attempts to keep everyone involved in our great program. I hope everyone will join us…. the majority do!

When are the registration form & shirt order form due?

Due to the current quarantine, I am not collecting shirt order forms at this time. I would like to get all registration forms (which includes a shirt size) no later than June 15th. These can be e-mailed to me at:
Kcoughlin@summithill.org 

Who can you contact over the summer if there are questions?

kcoughlin@summithill.org I will check my e-mail regularly all summer long.
Does the band take a trip this year?
Yes!! Every other year, we take an overnight trip to Springfield, IL. This will be our “on” year. The students travel by coach bus, perform on the steps of the Old Capitol building and visit many historic sites, including the Lincoln Museum, Oak Ridge Cemetery and New Salem. This is a great opportunity for our band members for Spring 2021! A parent meeting will be held in early September for this.
We have a great year in the works and look forward to your band member getting involved with our program!
Kim Coughlin, SHJH Band Director
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