
 

 

 

SPEECH SOUND DEVELOPMENT AGES 
Sounds are listed from earliest developing to latest developing,  

from left to right. 

 
Early Developing Sounds develop between ages 1 and 3, and are consistent around age 3. 

Middle Developing Sounds develop between ages 3 and 6.5, and are consistent around age 5.5. 
Late Developing Sounds develop between ages 5 and 7.5, and are consistent around age 7.5. 

 
Information adapted from Shriberg, L. (1993). Four new speech and prosody-voice measures for genetics research and other studies in developmental phonological disorders.  Journal of Speech and 

Hearing Research, 36, 105-140;  with influences from Prather, E., Hendrick, D., & Kern, C. (1975). Articulation development in children aged two to four years. Journal of Speech and Hearing 
Disorders,40, , 179-191; and Sander, E. (1972). When are Speech Sounds Learned?. Journal of Speech and Hearing Disorders, 37, 55-63. 
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